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direct. He has perhaps fallen a little short of dignity in the use of catchy titles 
and illustrations, but he well knows the idiosyncrasies of his public and the meth- 
ods by which its indifference is wont to be combated. If the people can learn 
psychology by the channels of Sunday newspaper advertising, then, shades of the 
gentle Fechner, let them learn it, and let us have more of it ! Good medicine is 
good, surreptitious though be the ways by which it is smuggled into the system. 

For the reader of sound average education, not susceptible of the misgivings 
which attack the bowels of a precisian in science, philosophy, and good literary 
form, and for the person whose native mental equipment places him beyond the 
reach of baneful infections of this character, we can cordially recommend the work, 
as a clear elementary compendium of the methods and results of the new labora- 
tory-psychology — reaction-times, thinking-times, attention, the physics and mechan- 
ics of the senses, audition, vision, etc., etc. The descriptions, and accompanying 
illustrations, of instruments and apparatus, are a capital feature, and of sufficient 
value and rarity alone to repay the perusal of the work. The mechanical plan and 
typography also are commendable, and we must not omit to mention the occasional 
presence of valuable pedagogical hints. 

So, then, let us God-speed this book on its course, trusting that our animad- 
versions have not wholly outweighed our commendations, and above all things, 
that they will not interfere with the sale of a single copy of the book, nor leave a 
rankling thought in any man's bosom. If they have been frank and hard, they 
but correspond with the valiant openness with which the author himself has 
taken a whack at every philosophic pate he sees. ' ' To the latter end of a fray and 
the beginning of a feast, fits a dull fighter and a keen guest." This audacious fear- 
lessness of the book is its most hopeful quality. A man that will fight will mend. 

Thomas J. McCormack. 

Des Limites de la Philosophie. By O. Merten. Paris : J. Michelet. 1896. 
Pages, 300. 
Dr. Merten is Professor of Philosophy in the University of Liege and is the 
author of a treatise on Popular Philosophy, of another on Ethics, and also of a 
critical study of Maine de Biran. In the present work he offers a criticism of the 
possibilities and scope of philosophy which as he claims has been untouched since 
Kant, yet is the most important of all questions in this domain. He finds that we 
are living in a period of intellectual lassitude quite similar to that which existed in 
the time of the great Kbnigsberg philosopher. He asserts that philosophy is still 
tainted with the discredit which became linked to it in the time of Hegel, and 
that it is now high time that it should leave off the attempt to solve vain and im- 
possible problems, and devote itself to the more real and pressing tasks of the hour. 
Either philosophy must perish or renounce entirely those illusions whose pursuit 
long since demonstrated its infirmity in the eyes of humanity. Philosophy must 
break definitely with the hypotheses which have been set up so often in the course 
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of its history and substitute for its gratuitous and hazardous assertions, which have 
so often impeded the march of the human mind, the severe and rigorous procedures 
of science. What is needed is the marking off of the real limits of knowledge — a 
task to which the author applies himself by considering successively psychology, 
cosmology, theology, metaphysics, logic, ethics, and the State, and showing what 
can be attained in each. The points are in general well made and the exposition 
clear and simple. y«. 

Corso di Sociologia. By Antonino De Bella. Vol. I. Published by the Author : 
Nicotera (Calabria). 1895. Pages, 204. Price, L. 8.00. 
The present work is the first volume of a projected series of five, entitled, re- 
spectively, General Sociology, Genetic Sociology, Juridical Sociology, Criminal 
Sociology, and Economic Sociology, in which the author proposes to deal exhaus- 
tively with all the varied data of social life. The Preface to this first volume on 
General Sociology has been supplied by Prof. Errico Demarinis. The discussion 
proceeds upon the basis of a comparison of sociology to biology, and is divided into 
the following books : (1) Elementary Physiology, treating of the cell and of sex, the 
tissues, the organs, and the functions of elementary organisms ; (2) The Physiology 
of the Complex Organs, treating of the functions of complex organisms, and of so- 
cial circulation and respiration ; (3) Social Psychology, treating of the senses and 
motility, propagation and the means of social sustenance ; (4) Development and 
Disease, treating of social pathology and social physics ; and (5) of the Data of 
Psychology, treating of super-organic evolution and of the factors of super-organic 
phenomena. The masters to whom the author acknowledges special indebtedness 
are Lombroso, Haeckel, Lubbock, Benedikt, and Schiattarella. As the key-note 
of the author's idea is found in analogies with biology, he sees great possibilities in 
store for the human race, and ends his book with a fervent laudation of man's future. 
The same optimism pervades the entire first volume of the Corso di Sociologia, to- 
wards which the author has been working his way for several years by preparatory 
treatises on philosophy, psychology, and jurisprudence. /iupx. 

Hedonistic Theories from Aristippus to Spencer. By John Watson, LL. D. 

Glasgow : James Maclehose and Sons. London and New York : Macmillan 

& Co. 1895. Pages, 248. Price, $1.75. 
Professor Watson has attempted in this little book " to give, in familiar and 
untechnical language, a critical account of hedonistic theories in their historical 
succession." He is convinced, " as a result of this and other investigations, that no 
hedonistic theory can plausibly explain morality without assuming ideas inconsist- 
ent with its asserted principle." He takes up in successive chapters the views of 
the Greek sophists, of Aristippus, the Cyrenaic, of Epicurus, of Hobbes, of Locke, 
of Hume, of Bentham, of J. S. Mill, of Herbert Spencer, states them, and appends 
to his statements his own expositions. We have here in a lucid, simple, and brief 



